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Retail Trade 


To save space the introductory paragraphs explaining the 
method of compiling the statistics * have been omitted. The 
main point to note in this connection is that the majority of the 
schedules for December required some correction for differences 
in the number of selling days, since the calendar month con- 
tained one day less in 1944 than in 1943 and, in addition, indi- 
vidual differences in the length of Christmas holidays, etc., were 
numerous. 


INDEX NUMBERS f 


Average Daily Sales in 1942 = 100 


Extensive Christmas Purchases. One very clear picture stands 
out from the December index numbers, particularly those for 
non-food categories—that of a widespread determination by the 
public to make extensive Christmas purchases, war or no war, 
coupons or no coupons. Every index number for every district 
shows substantially higher sales in December than for the average 
of the previous twelve months. The rises are generally not, of 
course, as great as one would have expected in peace-time, and 
they would be significantly reduced if the statistics measured 
sales per week instead of per selling day—the Christmas holiday 
significantly reduces the number of selling days into which 
December shopping has to be compressed. They are, however, 
on the whole materially bigger than those recorded in 1943. 


Apparel. Thg strength of the factors noted above is shown ina 
striking manner by the apparel index, which at 123 is the highest 
since the new series started in 1941. Such a result in the fifth 





* See, for example, Board of Trade Journal, 8th April 1944 (page 
133). 

+ The method by which these index numbers are constructed was 
described in Board of Trade Journal, 1st April 1944 (page 121). 


in December 


month of a coupon period is indeed remarkable, especially as 
the previous four months had shown a sustained level of high 
sales. All the districts shared in the active trading, with large 
rises above the previous average, and only Central London, failed 
to show a rise on November. 

The subsidiary index numbers, given in the table below, show 
that women’s wear gained most from the Christmas spending, 
and it was the only one to establish a high record. Boots and 
shoes were least affected, as one might expect, though there was 
the usual peak in sales of slippers. 





Men’s and 
Boys’ 
Wear 


Boots and 
Shoes 


Women’s 


Month Wear 


Apparel 





August 
September 
October 
November 
December 


114 
116 


122 125 
114 101 
117 110 93 
111 107 86 
132 125 97 


117 
113 
112 
106 
123 














The high level of apparel sales was due to the use of a large 
number of coupons, not to the expenditure of a large amount of 
money with each. The average amount of money taken per 
coupon has always shown a fall in December, despite the fact 
that many minor unrationed items are bought then as presents, 
because coupons are mainly used for unsubstantial items with a 
low price in relation to their coupon value. In 1944 the drop 
between November and December was actually rather larger 
than usual, but the November level had been particularly high, 
and on the whole the December figure is about what one might 
expect. 


Index Numbers of Retail Sales—- December 1944 


(Average Daily Sales in 1942 = 100) 


The figures in italics are the index numbers for the preceding month and (in brackets) the average for the preceding twelve months. 








North 
East 


North 


Category Scotland West 


135 
113 (103) 


Non-food merchand:se aah 139 
110 (100) 


130 
109 (99) 


Of which : . 
Apparel § 22 
104 (101) 


121 
102 (100) 


115 
101 (98; 


125 
98 (88) 


115 
93 (87) 


106 
91 (83) 


Household goods || 


123 
109 (108) 
129 
109 (105) 


121 
110 (199) 


120 
_ 106 (108) 


Food and perishabies 


Total Sates 127 


111 (107; 107 (104) 














Midlands 
and 
South 
Wales 


London— 
Central 
and West 
End 


Total, 
Great 
Britain t 


London— 
Suburban 


South 
of 
England 


136 
110 (99) 


149 
117 (102) 


138 
126 (98) 


143 
110 95) 


140 
113 (100) 


119 127 
100 (97) 106 (100) 


126 131 
127 (104) 103 (94) 


123 
106 (100) 


114 
96 (87) 


112 125 
95 (89) 98 (92; 


110 131 
100 (79) 10189) 





115 
104 (104) 


128 121 
114 (106) 104 (108) 


119 
106 (107) 
128 
109 (104) 


114 
104 (106) 





128 
109 (/03) 


135 
122 (100) 


128 
106 (104 





106 (104) 











pa Including unallocated sales. 


§ Piece-goo.Js (dress materials), women’s wear, men’s and boys’ wear, boots and shoes. 


|| Piece- -goods (household goods), furnishing departments, hardware. 
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Household Goods. In this field the limiting factor was the 
lack of suitable merchandise rather than the lack of coupons, 
but the public seem to have accepted what there was. The 
December index at 114 was the highest since April 1942, and over 
30 per cent. above the previous average. The districts all shared 
in the active trading, with Suburban London showing the highest 
index at 131, possibly because of re-equipment purchases. 

The subsidiary index numbers for hardware and furnishing 
departments also recorded the highest figures since April 1942, 
showing how Christmas shopping affected all departments. 


Non-Food Merchandise. The index for non-food merchandise 
as a whole covers, in addition to apparel and household goods, 
other trade which always reaches its peak in the Christmas 
season. This seasonal movement, following a succession of 
increases which began in August, brought the December index 
to 140, the highest figure for any of the sectional indexes in any 
month of the present series. The high level of prices for toys, 
fancy goods, cards, calendars, etc., and the fact that special 
supplies of some of these were reserved for this season, accgunt 
for part of the rise, but part must also be attributed to a general 
readiness to spend freely at Christmas time. All the district 
indexes were high, particularly in the South of England (149) 
and Suburban London (143), and all were substantially in excess 
both of November and of the previous twelve months’ average. 


Food and Perishables. The normal peak was also evident in 
food and perishables, and the index (119) was higher than in any 
other month in the period covered by the present series. All the 
districts showed substantial rises over the previous average, that 
for Central London being outstanding. It is, however, par- 
ticularly important when considering food sales to remember 
that all the indices measure daily sales and that part of the 
December peak is due to food sales being concentrated into fewer 
days than usual. 


At 128 the index was 19 points above November 
The 


Total Sales. 
and 24 above the average of the previous twelve months. 
upward movement was substantial in every district. 
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with a year ago is one of increased Christmas trade. Every 
category or sub-category shows higher sales, and so does every 
district ; there are indeed very few instances of lower sales in 
the whole set of figures. 


Total Sales. The increase of 9-0 per cent. for December was 
slightly larger than that recorded for November and the biggest 
in any month since August. The rise varied only from 9:4 to 
12-0 per cent. in the provincial areas; for London it was 
smaller, but sufficiently large to indicate that conditions there 
were appreciably more favourable to trade than a year earlier. 


Food and Perishables. This division formed approximately 
59 per cent. of the total sales value used in computing the 
December comparison. The rise recorded, 6-0 per cent., was 
rather greater than in recent months. The provincial increases 
all exceeded 5 per cent. In London the movement was more 
modest, 3-5 per cent. in the Central and West End and 2-6 per 
cent. in the Suburbs, but considering the changes in population 
and circumstances from last year, even such small upward 
movements are significant. The proportion of food and perish- 
ables not allocated to districts was small this month and the 
district figures have no serious bias. 

Sales of grocery, provisions and bakery were 3-8 per cent. 
higher than last year. The only district where sales contracted 
was Suburban London, and the small decrease there, 1-2 per 
cent., is due to loss of population. Café and restaurant sales rose 
by 9-6 per cent. While Central and West End London only 
passed the 1943 figure by a fraction, all other districts showed 
increases of more than 10 per cent. and in Scotland the rise 
amounted to over 19 per cent. 


Non-Food Merchandise. <A considerable rise, 13-6 per cent., 
was recorded for this division, with provincial increases ranging 
from 13-7 to 18-7 per cent. Sales in London also expanded, 
though in a smaller degree, the Central and West End area 


Sales (at Selling Value) and Stocks (at Cost) compared with a Year ago 


(The figures shown are the percentage changes compared with the corresponding period a year earlier) 





Stocks 











































































































S ALES (on an approximate daily basis) 
wine * her || Feb— | At end of 
DECEMBER ae Dee. “ong 
Cer EE Midlands} South | London- | London- Total, Total, Total, 
Scotland! North | North and of Central Sub- Unal- Great Great Great 
Zast West South | England | and West| urban | located*] Britain Britain Britain 
Wales End 
Food and perishables :— 4 
Grocery, provisions and 
bakery .. a + 60/4 67/4 67/4 22/4 32/+ 39]/- 12 + 38 a a 
Café and restaurant ‘ + 19:2 [+ 15-2 |4+ 10:2)4+ 172 /+ 145 |+ O09 |+ 14-0 + 96 nice — 
Other (including tobacc 0) + 99/4 115 /+ 108]/+4+ 133 }/4 18:0] + 72 /+ 9-6 + 11:3 = si 
Total—Food and perishablest|+ 7:1 |+ 85/4 79/4 53 |4 66/4 35 /4+ 26/)+4 94]+ 60 + 56 | — 11-0 
Non-food merchandise :—- 
Piece-goods t¢ oe | + 18-0 |4+ 22-2 |4+ 23-1)4+ 22:3 |+ 29:3) + 64 1+ 13:8 + 18-0 + 11-2 | — 22-1 
(i) Household goods ... | + 221 |+ 359|4+ 156/4+ 99 |4+ 247|/— 63 /+ 40 + 94] — 056 | + 22 
(ii) Dress materials + 18-5 |+ 214/4+ 288/+ 45-9 |4+ 33-1 | + 16-6 |+ 17-9 + 23-1 + 15-3 | — 36-4 
Women’s wear f ... + 22-1 |+ 23-7/4+ 216)+ 244 |/+ 254 1+ 160 |}+ 865 | +25-2]7+4 21-2 + 17:0 | — 19-4 
(i) Fashion ... + 289 |+ 2282/4 242/+4+ 298 |+ 238 | + 203 |+ 17-4 . + 24-6 + 24:1 18-9 
(ii) Girls’ and children’s s/+ 17-2 |4+ 198 )]4+ 19-1 ]+ 176 |+ 208 |}+ 78 )/— 665 + 148 +194] — 3-9 
(iii) Fancy drapery + 21-4 |4+ 2234/4 18:5/+ 251 14+ 2761+ 107/+ 7-0 + 18-9 |} + 10-8 | —24-7 
Men’s and boys’ wear + 38-0 |4+ 32-2 |+ 29-4/+ 281 |+ 25:0 | + 12:5 |+ 22:3 + 27-1 + 27-7 — 29-7 
Boots and shoes ... - | + 161 {4+ 21-9/4+ 3-1/4+ 208 |+ 106 )/+ 100 |+ 96 | — 2814 8-6 + 4:2 — 16-4 
Furnishing departme nts.. + 61 |4+ 154/4+ 11-4/4+ 11-0 |+ 184 | + 11-2 ]/+ 181 . + 125 — 62 — 14:3 
Hardware 1+ 310 [+ 45/4 139914 1565/4 25/4 16/- 108 |— 45]4 281 + 06 | — 24-7 
Fancy departments + 138 |4+ 136/4+ 7-9/4 I111 |4+ 13:3 | + 69/+ 55 | — 27]+4+ 8-2 + 3-9 — 3-9 
Sports and travel + 43-7 |4 21-4/4 1566/4 180 [+ 261 |/+ 15/4 46 | 413274 15-7 | +143 | — 13-6 
Mise. and unspecified + 115 |+ 93/4 64/4 83 /4+ 78 | — 423 |-— 1-9 ; + 50 + 63 | - 21-4 
Total—Non-food merchandise] + 18-7 |+ 17-4 [4+ 13-7|+4+ 17-5 |+ 17-7 6-7 |+ 89 | + 37]/+4+ 13-6 + 94] —158 
Torat sates—December | + -11-5 |+ 120/4+ 105/4+ 94/+ 97/4 58/4 44/4 50/4 9-0 
February— December | 
Food and perishables lt 64/4 Olt 6814 58 [4+ 6714+ O28 | 4+ 17 + 56 
Non-food merchandise eee | 11-2 [4+ 12-4 |4+ 11-6)4+ 13:0 |4+ 12:7 | -— 18 |+ 46 + 9-4 
Total sales... + 77 + o2|+ ool+ s2l+ 88 = 13 |+ 26 | + 71 
Tora stooxs—December | — 14+] |- 14-7 |— 15-2|— 17-0 - 66 | — 23-1 \- 11-8 — 15-4 











* Figures are only given where a significant amount of sales could not be allocated. 


+ Including a substantial quantity of goods 


for which separate particulars under the sub-headings are not available. 
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rising by 6-7 per cent. and the Suburban by 8-9 per cent. Where 
unallocated comparisons are given in the table the district figures 
may have a slight bias, which was upward except for women’s 
wear. 


Apparel. Sales of apparel were up on 1943 by about 20 per 
cent. on the whole. As in November the rise was greatest for 
men’s and boys’ wear, 27-1 per cent., fairly closely followed by 
dress materials, 23-1 per cent., with women’s wear a close third, 
21-2 per cent. By contrast, boots and shoes showed only a 
moderate advance, 8-6 per cent. The range of district figures 
was generally fairly narrow, but there were some marked excep- 
tions; in women’s wear the figure for Suburban London was 
again much less than the others. As in preceding months, the 
shops which subdivided their women’s wear sales showed the 
biggest rise for fashion departments, i.e., outer wear, but in 
December the smallest rise was in girls’ and children’s wear. 

Coupons reported to the Bank numbered 13-3 per cent. more 
than a year ago and the 1943 figure was exceeded in every area. 
The increase in the amount spent per coupon in those concerns 
reporting both sales and coupons amounted to just over 3 per 
cent. 


Household Goods. Sales were roughly 9 per cent. higher than 
a year earlier, with the greatest rise in furnishing departments, 
12-5 per cent. This is the second successive significant increase 
recorded for this department after a series of decreases almost 
unbroken for over two years. As in October and November the 
South of England was the leading district, presumably because 
returning residents are still engaged in trying to re-equip their 
homes. In this area household piece-goods expanded by 24-7 
per cent. and furnishing departments by 18-4 per cent., but 
hardware by only 2-5 per cent. 


Other Goods. There was again a substantial increase for sports 
and travel goods, but except in Scotland the rises were not so 
remarkable as in November, averaging 15-7 per cent. against 
28-9 per cent. These figures show that the value of toys available 
has been substantially greater this Christmas, and that shopping 
was done rather earlier. In Central London, sales were very close 
to the 1943 December figure and in the Suburbs exceeded it by 
less than 5 per cent. Fancy departments advanced by a moderate 
amount, 8-2 per cent. 


February—December. Total sales for the first eleven months 
of the trading year were 7:1 per cent. higher in 1944 than in 1943. 
Central and West End London, in spite of its pronounced re- 
covery since August, did not quite succeed in reaching the level 
of the corresponding period last year. The range of movement 
in the Provinces was small, with increases ranging only from 
7-7 to 9-2 per cent. 

Sales of food and perishables rose by 5-5 per cent.,.with pro- 
vincial increases not very different from this figure. In London, 
however, sales were only fractionally above 1943 in the Central 
and West End area and passed it by only 1-7 per cent. in the 
Suburbs. 

Sales of other merchandise showed a more appreciable gain, 
rising by 9-4 per cent. The provincial increases were all well 
above the general average, but the effects of the summer’s air 
attack on London have not yet been counterbalanced and Central 
and West End sales remained 1-8 per cent. below last year, while 
Suburban sales rose by 4:5 per cent. only. All apparel categories 
were appreciably higher than in 1943, the rise for men’s and boys’ 
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wear being as much as 27-7 per cent. On the other hand, house- 
hold categories were either lower than a year earlier (household 
piece-goods and furnishing departments) or rose by only a 
fraction (hardware). Much the largest increase among the re- 
maining merchandise was 14-3 per cent. for sports and travel 
goods. 


STOCKS { 

Index Numbers of Apparel Stocks. Sharp reductions in stocks 
of women’s wear and men’s wear are to be expected between 
November and December, especially in Christmas lines. In 
1944 the high level of Christmas sales naturally accentuated 
this, and the indices fell by 12 and 18 points respectively 
to the lowest levels recorded since the series started in 1941. 
The fall of 18 points for men’s wear in a single month is a quite 
exceptional movement. 

Boots and shoes and dress materials are much less affected 
by the seasonal factor, but also showed small falls to the lowest 
figures of the series. 


Comparison with a Year ago. Stocks at the end of December 
were 15-4 per cent. lower in 1944 than in 1943, this movement 
being even larger than those recorded for recent months. Except 
for a relatively moderate decline of 6-6 per cent. in the South of 
England, district decreases were considerable and in Central 
and West End London the fall exceeded 23 per cent. Compared 
with the last pre-war December, stocks were down, though only 
by 1 per cent. This is the first time that the comparison of total 
stocks with the corresponding month of the last pre-war year 
has been unfavourable. As it is based on values, and prices have 
risen appreciably, it is obvious that the quantities of goods 
available have been very severely reduced. 

Stocks of food and perishables were 11-0 per cent. down on 
last year. This is a striking drop, especially as it is the first of 
any size to be recorded for many months. It may possibly be 
due to the Ministry of Food no longer requiring retailers to 
maintain a fortnight’s stock of tea, sugar, preserves, margarine 
and cooking fats. The value of stocks was, however, 55 per cent. 
above that for December 1938. 

Stocks of other merchandise fell by 15-8 per cent. and an 
increase was tabulated for only one category, viz., 2-2 per cent. 
for household piece-goods. All the apparel categories contracted 
sharply, the movement being very pronounced for dress materials, 
36:4 per cent., and for men’s and boys’ wear, 29-7 per cent. 
The falls for women’s wear, 19-4 per cent., and for boots and shoes, 
16-4 per cent., were also substantial. 

Compared with December 1938 dress materials were down by 
24 per cent. and boots and shoes by 25 per cent. ; women’s wear 
still showed a rise of 14 per cent., and stocks of men’s and boys’ 
wear were about the same as before the war. 

The decrease from 1943 was not quite so heavy for household 
goods, hardware falling by 24:7 per cent. and furnishing depart- 
ments by 14-3 per cent., while household piece-goods, as already 
mentioned, showed an, increase of 2-2 per cent. 

The remaining categories all declined, the fall being most 
severe for sports and travel goods (13.6 per cent.) and for mis- 
cellaneous and unspecified items (21-4 per cent.). 





{ It must always be remembered that the statistics of stocks, par- 
ticularly of food, are based on a much less representative sample of 
shops than those of sales; thus the collaborating co-operative 
societies, for example, do not report stocks. 


Index Numbers of Sales and of Apparel Stocks 
(Average for 1942 = 100) 




















Sales Stocks (end of month) 
Month Household Non-food Dress Women’s Men’s and Boots 
Apparel Goods Merchandise Food Total Materials Wear Boys’ Wear | and Shoes 
“1943 1944 | 1943 | 1944 | 1943 | 1944 | 1943 | 1944 | 1943 | 1944 || 1943 | 1944 | 1943 | 1944 | 1943 | 1944 | 1943 | 1944 
January 69 68 89 85 80 78 96 100 89 91 101 89 100 84 99 102 84 81 
February 66 107 92 83 81 99 98 103 91 101 105 7 109 85 104 94 97 88 
March ... 93 105 95 90 94 100 98 105 96 103 107 88 115 90 108 94 85 78 
April ....| 112 112 94 93 103 104 103 109 103 107 104 84 114 90 106 96 82 80 
May aes 89 100 87 89 90 99 101 lll 96 105 102 81 113 91 lll 101 78 78 


June... | 83 82 81 80 84 86 106 | iil 


July pes 70 79 82 73 78 82 100 106 
August ... 71 117 84 75 82 102 101 110 
September | 115 113 84 82 106 107 100 105 
October... | 100 112 90 89 | 100 | 108 103 | 105 
November | 87 106 87 96 98 113 102 106 
December | 102 12% 105 114 | 123 | 140 113 | 119 


97 | 101 || 101 80 115 97 113 101 75 | 79 


91 96 || 102 79 112 94 117 100 | 76 | 84 
93 | 107 || 101 73 113 88 117 92 | 74 | 72 
102 | 106 94 67 105 85 113 88 | 72 | 68 
102 | 106 92 62 100 80 113 87 |} 71 66 
100 | 109 91 58 98 81 116 89 | 75 | 66 
117 | 128 86 55 86 69 101 71 77 | 64 








Year ... 88 102 89 87 93 101 102 | 107 









































98 | 105 99 75 107 86 ; 110 93 79 | 75 
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Trade of Wholesale 


Textile 


The tables given in this article are based on returns from a 
large number of wholesale textile houses, which are compiled 
by the Wholesale Textile Association in collaboration with the 
Bank of England. The table below gives four series of index 
numbers for (1) sales and (2) stocks at the end of the month, 
based on average monthly sales or stocks in 1942 = 100. In 
each case, in addition to index numbers for total home trade, 
separate series are shown for the three main categories of goods 
handled by the reporting houses, viz. women’s and children’s 
wear, men’s and boys’ wear and dress materials. In these index 
numbers, as well as in the other table described below, the sales 
cover export as well as home trade, but the former is relatively 
very small. 

The table in the adjoining column gives a comparison between 
sales and stocks this year and the corresponding figures in 1943, 
distinguishing seven categories of goods in addition to the three 
mentioned above. In general, the categories follow very closely 
those used in the retail trade statistics, but hardware is omitted 
because the reporting houses do so little trade in this type of 
merchandise, and for others (e.g. furnishings) the scope of the 
goods covered is narrower than in the corresponding retail 
category ; on the other hand, separate figures are given for 
gloves because of the importance of these in the trade of reporting 
houses. 

Purchase tax has been omitted in computing the value of both 
sales and stocks, but the figures are not corrected for changes in 
price ; as these have been substantial, the figures should not be 
taken as representing changes in the volume of goods sold or in 
stock. 


LEADING FEATURES OF THIS MONTH’S FIGURES 


December Sales. Since 1940 December has regularly been a 
month of very low sales, although in peace-time it used to be 
above the average, and this war-time tendency was again visible 
in 1944, when the December index of home trade sales was 
lower than that for any other month except January. The 
changed pattern of trade is mainly due to deliberate restriction 
of sales by the wholesalers, imposed largely owing to staff 
difficulties, holidays and the like, and partly to avoid increasing 
their liability to E.P.T. where their financial year ends in 
December; earlier despatch of Christmas goods may also be 
partly responsible, together with a reduction in special sales of 
job lots for retailers to include in their January clearance sales. 
All three subsidiary index numbers also showed low sales in 
December 1944. 

Compared with a year earlier, sales were up by 10-7 per cent. ; 
of the two largest categories, the rise for women’s and children’s 
wear (18 per cent.) was considerably greater than that for men’s 
and boys’ wear (7-2 per cent.). The substantial fall of 18 per 
cent. recorded for sports and travel goods (a small category) 
should be considered in conjunction with the very much larger 
rise shown for November; it reflects the fact that supplies of 


Houses 


Christmas toys were despatched earlier this year than last, when 
the quota arrangements were different. 


The Year's Sales. For the year as a whole, sales were 10-8 per 
cent. higher than in 1943. The rise was mainly due to the two 
principal categories, women’s and children’s wear (up 14:3 per 
cent.) and men’s and boys’ wear (up 11-7 per cent.) ; higher sales 
in these categories were to be expected, because the incidence 
of coupon releases was such that 1943 was an abnormally bad 
year. Dress Materials showed a smaller rise, 2-2 per cent., sales 
having been restrained by low stocks in the latter part of the 
year. In the unrationed categories sales of household piece-goods 
were up by 5:8 per cent., despite the fact that a larger proportion 
of the goods were utility or other relatively inexpensive types ; 
the number of sheets, blankets, etc., sold must have risen by 
considerably more. 


Stocks. As a result of the low sales, total stocks were 6 per 
cent. higher at the end of December than a month earlier; in 


PERCENTAGES OF THE CORRESPONDING FIGURES FOR 1943 


























_ | Sale: l 
owed | Stocks at 
Class of Merchandise | December | January to. end of 
December | December 
| oa at 
| Household piece-gooda | 932 105-8 113 9 
| 
| Dress materialk =... 102-7 102-2 73-9 
| Women’s and children’s wear | 118-0 114-3 73 6 
Gloves ms ee ' 90-0 100-0 74-9 
| Men’s and boys’ wear 107-2 111-7 74:3 
| Boots and shoes ¢ 96-7 105-9 90-8 
Furnishings ... 0 1152 96-1 728 
| Fancy departments 108-8 101+2 68-9 
| 
| Sports and travel® ... | 82-0 114-3 99-6 
| Miscellaneous... | 103-7 99:8 76-6 
| Totai ‘including some items | 
not allocated to sub-head. | | | 
| ings) we ss tee | MOT | 0B | 165 





* Reporting houses do relatively little business in these cate- 
gories, and the figures may not be representative of the trade of the 
countr’ tuken as a whole. 


peace-time there used to be a sharp fall, but this has disappeared 
since December became a month of low sales. The two main 
categories showed rather bigger increases, that for men’s and 


Index Numbers of Sales and Stocks 
(Base: Average of 1942 = 100) 








(excluding purchase tax) (at end of month) 
Month Total Home Trade Total] | Women’s | | 
: r —— —-— —— Women’s and Piece Goodst|—_-——— —-— ——— —- ny and Piece Goods 
Normal} Children’s | Men’s and (Dress Normal | Children’s | Men’s and| (Dress 
|seasonal Wear t Boys’Wearf| Materials) |seasonal | Wear  |Boys’ Wear| Materials) 
move- ———|—-_——_ ,-— | move- — 








January 55 78 | 821 70 79 69 62 | 62] 120 
February 80 | 116 | 110] 121} 108 | 126 | 110; 110] 1i9 
March ... 119 118 | 107 | 124] 108 127 | 102} 121 117 
April ... | 109 | 106 | 104 | 106] 106 | 110 | 102 | 101 | 109 
May ... | 106 99 | 97] 109 95 | 112 | 99); 108} 107 


June ... 90 104 | 79] 85 75 88 80 83 97 
July... 67 89 | 72] 7 66 79 65 76 79 
August 71 90 | 75 | 106 77 | 110 69 | 110 67 


September; 137 103 | 113 | 119! 117 124 | 113 | 123 98 
October 138 118 | 131 | 127) 115 133 | 110 | 132 99 
November) 122 105 | 95 | 109 92 109 | 103 | 122 7 





December! 106 | 74] 70] 77| 65t] 77 | 71| 76| 78t 


ment * | 1942 | 1943] 1944) 1943 | 1944 | 1943 | 1944) 1943 





Year... | 100 | 100! 93} 103 92 | 105 91 | 101 97 


! ! ! 












































1944 | ment * | 1942/1943 1944 | 1943 1944 | 1943 | 1944 | 1943 | 1944 








93 95 108 | 112 | 12] | 116 | 180 | 114 | iad | Lio | 114 
117 107 103 | 1i1 | 116 | 113 | 123 | 119 | 148 |] 114] 113 
120 106 98 | 111 | 108 | 115 | 116 | 119 | 135 | 118 | 10) 
105 103 93 | 108 | 103 | 110 | 106 | 117 | 127} 110 | 101 
117 99 94 | 108 97 | 11] 99 | 119 | 122 | 107 93 
96 94 95 | 112 | 1038 | 117 | 105 | 183 | 127 | 104 97 


86 101 102 | 126 | 108 | 133 | i14 | 143 | 129 | 116 97 
95 11] 105 | 127 | 99] 136 | 102 | 147} 116 | 120} 94 
97 107 1065 | 119 88 | 126; 90 | 139 | 101 | 117] 85 
105 101 99/113} 80; 119] 79 | 136} 92 | 113 a) 
86 95 96 | 111 80 | 118] 81 | i33 90 | 112 79 
80 8] 102 | 111 85 | 120] 88 | 134f] 99 | 105f] 78 





100 100 | 100 | 114} 99] 119] 103 | 129 | 119] 112] 94 






































* Based on 1935 to 1938. 


t Including exports, which form only a small part of the total. 


¢ Revised. 
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boys’ wear being as much as 10 per cent., but the index for dress 
materials fell slightly. 

Compared with a year earlier total stocks were down by 
23} per cent. The only category to show a rise was household 
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piece-goods, stocks of which were very low in December 1943; 
the other important categories all recorded falls of roughly 
25 to 30 per cent. 





Announcements 


Norts: Copies of all Orders referred to in the Board of Trade Journal can be purchased through any booksellers, agents, 


or direct from H.M. Stationery Office. 


The School Furniture Industry and Post 
War Reconstruction 


The Joint Reconstruction Committee, consisting of repre- 
sentatives of the manufacturers and of the trade unions, 
appointed by the President of the Board of Trade, has recently 
presented an Interim Report and is now engaged on the pre- 
paration of a Final Report to be submitted early in 1945. 

In its Interim Report, the Committee draws attention to two 
important factors affecting the future well-being of Education 
and of the Industry. , 

Firstly, there are no statistics in existence which give the 
extent of the post-war demand for school furniture. This 
information the Committee has, with the approval of the Board 
of Education and the Scottish Education Department, set out to 
obtain from all education authorities in England, Scotland and 
Wales. Without this information, as the Committee point out, 
it is impossible to plan the future production of school furniture 
on the correct scale. The industry has never employed the 
whole of its available factory space on school furniture alone and 
the Committee are anxious to ensure that school furniture shall 
receive a correct allocation of capacity. 

Secondly, the industry habitually suffered in pre-war years from 
the adverse effects of a seasonal demand, it being the practice of 
authorities to place the bulk of their orders for delivery in the 
autumn months, with the result that manufacturers had no 
alternative but to dispense with surplus labour during the slack 
period. It is intended to obtain the co-operation of authorities 
in order to eliminate such adverse effects. 

The Report makes it clear that the industry has suffered com- 
paratively little from war damage and that manufacturers are 
in a position to change over to their peace-time products with 
practically no delay as soon as materials and labour are released 
for the purpose. 


Army and A.T.S. Officers’ Jackets 


The Board of Trade, after consultation with the Central Price 
Regulation Committee, has made the Uniforms (Retail Bespoke) 
(Maximum Prices) Order, 1945 (S. R. & O. 1945 No. 128, price 1d.) 
which comes into operation on 12th February 1945, and 
amends the Uniforms (Retail Bespoke) (Maximum Prices) Order, 
1942 (see Board of Trade Journal, 9th January 1943, page 12) 
so as to fix increased ceiling prices for Army and A.T.S. officers’ 
retail bespoke uniform jackets made from P.A. cloth. The 
increases are to cover the higher cost of making due to the 
removal of style restrictions. 

The new ceiling prices (exclusive of Purchase Tax) for Army 
and A.T.S. jackets are as follows: Cloth A, £8 10s. 0d. ; cloth B, 
£8 14s. 6d.; cloth C, £8 16s. Od. ; cloth D, £8 18s. 6d. ; cloth F, 
£8 14s. 6d. ; cloth G, £9 3s. Od. ; cloth H, £9 4s. Od. 

The ceiling prices for the other articles in the schedule are 
unchanged. 

The present amending Order is revoked and the ceiling prices 
for all Army, A.T.S., R.A.F., and W.A.A.F. Officer Retail 
Bespoke Uniforms are now contained in the schedule to the new 
Order. 


Woven Non-Weool Cloth 


The Board of Trade have made the Woven Non-Wool Cloth 
(Manufacture and Supply) (No. 8) Directions, 1945 (S. R. & O. 
1945 No. 94, price 2d.) which take effect as from Ist February 
1945. They amend the specifications of some utility cloths in 
the schedule to the Woven Non-Wool Cloth (Manufacture and 
Supply) (No. 6) Directions, 1943 (see Board of Trade Journal 
6th November 1943, page 417) and provide for a reduction of 
14d. a yard in the ceiling price of utility fustians. The reduction 
is made to offset increases in the cost of making-up fustian 
garments and has already been notified to the cloth manufac- 
turers. Certain new specifications, including four corset cloths 
have been added to the utility range. Provision is also made for 
additional finishes in the case of certain existing specifications. 


New Orders, however, may not be immediately available. 


Purchase Tax 


ALUMINIUM DOMESTIC HOLLOW-WARE 


The Treasury hereby give notice, pursuant to the provisions 
of Section 20 of the Finance (No. 2) Act 1940, that they propose 
to make an Order directing that from a date to be specified 
therein Purchase Tax on aluminium domestic hollow-ware 
shall be reduced from 334 to 16% per cent. Traders are reminded 
that these goods remain liable at the rate of 334 per cent. until 
the date to be specified in the Order and they will be accountable 
for tax accordingly. 

Any representations which interested parties desire to make in 
regard to this proposal should be addressed in writing to :—The 
Commissioners of Customs and Excise, City Gate House, Finsbury 
Square, London, E.C.2, not later than 21st February 1945. 


Trading with the Enemy 


The Treasury and the Board of Trade draw attention to the 
provisions of :—(a) the Trading with the Enemy (Authorisation) 
Order 1945, dated Ist February 1945 (S. R. & O. 1945 No. 91, 
price Id.); (b) the Trading with the Enemy (Transfer of 
Negotiable Instruments, etc.) Order 1945, dated Ist February 
1945 (S. R. & O. 1945 No. 92, price Id.) ; (c) the Trading with 
the Enemy (Custodian) (Amendment) Order, 1945 dated Ist 
February 1945 (S. R. & O. 1945 No. 93, price 1d.). 

The general effect of these Orders is that those provisions of 
the Trading with the Enemy Act 1939 and the Custodian Order 
1939, which remained in force after the liberation of Belgium, 
now cease to apply in respect of money and property accruing after 
lst February 1945 to persons resident in Belgium. Money which 
becomes payable to persons resident in Belgium on or after the 
Ist February 1945 and property coming into the ownership of 
such persons on or after Ist February 1945 cease to be subject 
to the control of the Custodian. ~ 

Money which has become due before 1st February 1945 but 
has not yet been paid or held to the order of the custodian 
remains payable to the custodian. Similarly property in the 
United Kingdom which before lst February 1945 was subject 
to report to the custodian remains property to which the 
Custodian Order 1939 applies, and must not be parted with, or 
dealt with, without the consent of the Board of Trade. 

The Orders also lift the application of Sections 4 and 5 of the 
Trading with the Enemy Act 1939 in respect of certain trans- 
actions which may be affected on or before Ist February 1945. 
The transactions, which are now sanctioned, comprise the assign- 
ment of choses in action, the transfer of negotiable instruments, 
the transfer of coupons or other securities transferable by delivery 
which are not negotiable instruments, and the transfer of United 
Kingdom registered securities which have been acquired after 
Ist February 1945. 

The obstacles in the way of trading with persons in Belgium 
which arose out of the Trading with the Enemy legislation have 
now been removed. Banking channels between the two countries 
are now restored, subject to the operation of the Defence (Finance) 
Regulations, about which any persons intending to have trans- 
actions with Belgium should as usual consult their bankers. 
Attention is drawn to the necessity for compliance with other 
United Kingdom regulations, e.g. export and import licensing, 
and the parallel regulations of the Belgium Government. More- 
over, the actual undertaking of commercial transactions must 
depend on the availability of the necessary physical facilities, 
e.g. supply of goods, transport, etc. 


ADVICE TO SHIPPERS 


With reference to the notice in Board of Trade Journal, 
3rd February 1945 (pages 43 and 44), there is no change to report 
in Statutory List “A.” 


Amendment to Registers 


The Board of Trade have issued lists of amendments to the 
following Registers :— 
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Home Trade Register ; Toilet Preparations Register ; Register 
of Manufacturers of Leather or Textile Containers and Straps ; 
Register of Manufacturers of Woven Wool Cloth; Register of 
Manufacturers of Woven Non-wool Cloth ; Register of Manufac- 
turers of Knitted Goods; Register of Manufacturers of Corsets ; 
Register of Manufacturers of Footwear; Register of Manu- 
facturers of Hand Knitting Yarn; Register of Manufacturers 
of Headwear; Register of Exporters of Woven Piece-goods ; 
List of Registered Exporters in respect of Headwear. 

Copies of the lists are obtainable from H.M. Stationery Office, 
price 1d. each. 


Ministry of Food Orders 


In continuation of the list given in Board of Trade Journal 
27th January 1945 (page 35), the following Orders, made by the 
Ministry of Food, have been published as 8S. R. & O. 1945, 
price Id. :— 

No. 27. Order, dated 12th January 1945, amending the 
Potatoes (1944 Crop) (No. 2) Order, 1944. 

No. 47. Order, dated 18th January 1945, amending various 
Home Grown Grain Orders. 

No. 49. Order, dated 19th January 1945, amending the 
General Licence, dated 15th December 1944, under the Potatoes 
(General Provisions) Order, 1944, and the Potatoes (1944 Crop) 
(No. 2) Order, 1944. 

No. 60. Order, dated 22nd January 1945, revoking the 
Wheat Gluten (Licensing of Manufacturers) Order, 1942, the 
Acquisition of Food (Excessive Quantities) Order, 1942, and the 
Fish Boxes (Returns) Order, 1943. 

No. 66. Order, dated 23rd January 1945, amending the 
Preserves Order, 1944. 

No. 100. Order, dated 25th January 1945, amending the Nuts 
(Control and Maximum Prices) Order, 1942, and the Dried Fruits 
(Control and Maximum Prices) Order, 1943. 

No. 101. Order, dated 26th January 1945, amending the 
Meals in Establishments Order, 1942. 


Corn Prices in England and Wales 


The Ministry of Agriculture and Fisheries states that the 
average prices of corn per hundredweight in the week ended 
3rd February 1945 were wheat 14s. 4d.; barley, 25s. Id.; and 
oats, 18s. 4d. 


Postal Notices 


CORRESPONDENCE FOR THE CEYLON, INDIA AND 
SOUTH EAST ASIA COMMANDS AND THE ROYAL AND 
MERCHANT NAVIES 

The Postmaster-General announces that all letters weighing 
not more than 1 ounce prepaid 1}d., and postcards prepaid 1d., 
will in future be carried by air to Forces in the Ceylon Command, 
India Command and South East Asia Command, and to the 
Royal Navy and Merchant Navy in all parts of the world abroad 
to which air services are available. Letters for the same destina- 
tions weighing more than 1 ounce may be prepaid for air con- 
veyance at the rate of 6d. for the first 1} ounces and 6d. for each 
additional } ounce and should have an air mail label affixed ; or 
they may be prepaid for surface conveyance at the rate of 2d. 
for the first 2 ounces and Id. for each additional ounce. The 
3d. airgraph, and the lightweight 6d. air letter will no longer 
offer advantage to these destinations, although in the interests 
of economy of aircraft space the public are asked to use the 
lightest possible stationery for their correspondence. 

There will be no change in the mail services to the Army and 
Royal Air Force in other overseas theatres. Except in the case 
of the forces serving in the area of the British Liberation Army, 
the Azores and Iceland, whose letters are already ordinarily 
conveyed by air, letters weighing not more than 1 ounce prepaid 
1}d., and postcards prepaid Id., will still be sent by surface 
means ; and air transmission can at present be accorded only to 
airgraphs, air letters and other correspondence specially prepaid 
for air transmission. 


COMMUNICATION WITH PRISONERS AND INTERNEES 
IN FAR EAST 


NEW POST OFFICE LEAFLET NOW READY 


The Postmaster-General announces that leaflet P2327B 
“Communication with prisoners of war and civilians in Japan 
and Japanese-occupied territories” has been revised, and copies 
of the new issue are now available free of charge at the principal 
Post Offices. 

This leaflet contains full particulars about the sending of 
letters and postcards to prisoners of war and civilians in the Far 
East, and in order to give the correspondence the best possible 
chance of delivery the instructions should be carefully followed. 

The public are reminded that under Japanese regulations 
letters and postcards must not contain more than 25 words and 
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must be typed or written clearly in block-lettering. Messages 
should be in simple language so as to be easily understood by 
the Japanese censors; abbreviations and slang should be 
avoided. Special air mail postcards are on sale at the principal 
Post Offices, price 3d. each. No other form of communication 
can be sent by air mail; letters and private postcards can be 
sent only by surface mail, which is post free. Members of H.M. 
Forces must use a civilian address when writing to prisoners of 
war or internees. 


Customs Regulations 


Tariff Changes 


Australia 


TARIFF DECISIONS 
The following decisions regarding the application of the 
Australian Customs Tariff are among those issued by the Depart- 


ment of Trade and Customs :— 


and 


Classification and Duty 
under the British Prefer- 


Goods ential Tariff 





Rate of 
Duty 


Tariff 
| Item No. 





Apparel and Attire 
Skirts, grass (Hulas) of the type worn by natives when dancing 
110 (D) 30% 
And for each £1 by which the equivalent in Australian 
currency of £100 sterling is less than £125 at the date of 
exportation—an additional duty of 0-6% ad val. 
Cards 
Aircraft recognition cards, having ‘pictures of aircraft on the 
face and detailed specifications on the reverse side 
410 (A) Free 
Cordage, Threads and Twines 
Asbestos cord having no more than six strands of asbestos 
yarn, loosely twisted together, with or without cotton core, for 
use in the manufacture of asbestos packing, under security 
404 Free 
Thread, cotton, gassed, mercerised, counts 3/80’s and finer, 
for seaming and looping, for use in the manufacture of hosiery, 


under security ies see 404 Free 
Drugs, Chemicals and Medicines 
Allodene 285 (B) Free 


Amphetamine, when packed under a proprietary name or 
when put up as a medicinal preparation or in any of the forms 


mentioned in Tariff Item 285 (A) 285 (B) Free 
Benzedrine sea eee ... 285 (B) Free 
Butolan poe 285 (B) Free 
Cyclonal sodium ... i ... 285 (B) Free 


Dehydrocholate, sodium, when packed under a proprietary 
name or when put up as a medicinal preparation or in any of the 
forms mentioned in Tariff Item 285 (A) 

285 (B) Free 

Dehydrocholic acid when packed under a proprietary name or 
when put up as a medicinal preparation or in any of the forms 


mentioned in Tariff Item 285(A) ... 285 (B) Free 
Dehydrocholin in tablet and ampoule forms 
285 (B) Free 


Diphenan (p-benzylphenyl carbamate), when packed under a 
proprietary name or when put up as a medicinal preparation or 
in any of the forms mentioned in Tariff Item 285 (A) 


285 (B) Free 
Ertron (electrically activated ergosterol), in any form 
285 (B) Free 


Esters of vegetable oil, iodised, when packed under a pro- 
prietary name or when put up as a medicinal preparation or in 
any of the forms mentioned in Tariff Item 285 (A) 

285 (B) Free 

Ethisterone (anhydro-hydroxy-progesterone) when packed 
under a proprietary name or when put up as a medicinal prepara- 
tion or in any of the forms mentioned in Tariff Item 285 (A) 

285 (B) Free 

Evipan sodium : 285 (B) Free 

Glycols and their derivatives for use in connection with the 
manufacture of ceramic electrical condensers, under security 

415 (A) (2) Free 

Hapamine in any form 285 (B) Free 

Heparin, when packed under a proprietary name or when put 
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Classification and Duty 
under the British Prefer- 





Goods | ential Tariff 
Tariff Rate of 
Item No. Duty 


Classification and Duty 
under the British Prefer- 
ential Tariff 





Rate 
of Duty 


Tariff 


| 
Goods | 
| 
| 
Item No. 





up as a medicinal preparation or in any of the forms mentioned 
in Tariff Item 285 (A) . 285 (B) Free 

Hexobarbitone, soluble (sodium salt of N-methyl-cyclo- 
hexenyl methyl-barbituric acid), when packed under a_pro- 
prietary name or when put up as a medicinal preparation or in 
any of the forms mentioned in Tariff Item 285 (A) 


285 (B) Free 
lodatol 285 (B) Free 
Iodipin : a ee 285 (B) Free 
Kaolin, colloidal, when not packed under a_ proprietary 


name, in 1-lb. packages with directions as to dosage 


281 (L) (1) Free 
Kaolin— 
Colloidal kaolin of B.P. quality 281 (L) 
(1) When not packed for retail sale Free 
(2) When packed for retail sale 15% * 


Otherwise if suitable for use as a dry colour 
231 (E) 2s. per ewt. or 
10% ad val. 
whichever rate returns the 
higher duty 
And for each £1 by which the equivalent in Australian 
currency of £100 sterling is less than £125 at the date of 
exportation, an additional duty of $d. per cwt. or 
0-4% ad val. 
whichever is applicable 

Lipiodol ... ios ... 285 (B) Free 
Manganese butyrate, when ‘packed under a proprietary name 
or when put up as a medicinal preparation or in any of the forms 


mentioned in Tariff Item 285 (A) 285 (B) Free 
Metaldehyde in any form ... ... 281 (L) 
(1) When not packed for retail sale Free 


(2) When packed for retail sale 15% * 
Methyl-Testosterone, when packed under a proprietary name 
or when put up as a medicinal preparation or in any of the forms 
mentioned in Tariff Item 285 (A) 285 (B) Free 
Methoxy-ethyl phthalate, for use in the manufacture of 
cellulose enamels and of cellulose lacquers, under security 


404 Free 
Neo-Hombreol 285 (B) Free 
Neo-Hydriol 285 (B) Free 
Neostam ... 285 (B) Free 


Oils— 
Vegetable, iodised, when packed under a proprietary name or 
when put up as a medicinal preparation or in any of the forms 


mentioned in Tariff Item 285 (A) 285 (B) Free 
Oreton see te 285 (B) Free 
Oxylan see adie wee .. 285 (B) Free 
Perandren 285 (B) Free 


Pethidine and its salte, when packed under a proprietary name 
or when put up as a medicinal preparation or in any of the forms 
mentioned in Tariff Item 285 (A) ... 285 (B) Free 

Phemitone (N-methyl-5-phenyl-5 ethylbarbituric acid or N- 
methyl-pheno-barbitone) when packed under a proprietary name 
or when, put up asa medicinal preparation or in any of the forms 


mentioned in Tariff Item 285 ( A) ... 285 (B) Free 
Progestoral .. see 285 (B) Free 
Prominal ~ ‘a 285 (B) Free 
Rutonal __... as ada 285 (B) Free 
Siccolam in any form 285 (B) Free 


Stibamine glucoside (nitrogen glucoside of sodium p-amino- 
phenylstibonate), when packed under a proprietary name or 
when put up as a medicinal preparation or in any of the forms 


mentioned in Tariff Item 285 (A) 285 (B) Free 
Sulmefrin in any form 285 (B) Free 

Sympatone (synephrine tartarate) in powder form 
285 (B) Free 


Testosterone propionate when packed under a proprietary 
name or when put up as a medicinal preparation or in any of the 
forms mentioned in Tariff Item 285 (A) 


285 (B) Free 
Testoviron ... — 285 (B) Free 
Thrombin topical ir in any form 285 (B) Free 
Machinery, Machines, etc. 
Dryers— 
Conditioner— 
Dryer, wheat ... . 174(X)(48)(b) Free 


Motors, electric, not exceeding } horse-power and 110 volts, 
A.C. and D.C., for use in the manufacture of point operating 
mechanisms for railways 404 Free 





* Subject to exchange deduction of } of duty or 12}% ad val. 
whichever is the less. 





ae and/or recording apparatus, hydrogen, including— 
(a) Associated essential equipment (excepting mains units 
and spare charts) imported with and for use therewith ; and 
(b) Mechanical driving units incorporated therein or forming 
part thereof and apparatus for transmitting power from such 
mechanical driving units to the driven units ; 
for use for industrial purposes for determining the amount of 
impurities and/or moisture in hydrogen gas 
174 (Y) ree 
Piece Goods 
Canvas, fibro, artificial silk 130 (B) (2 5% 
Impregnated with an insulating substance, fa not including 
waterproofed tape or textile strip (other than the following in 
tape or strip form, viz. :— 
impire cloth 
Oiled silk 
Oiled artificial silk) 
prepared with rubber oil celluloid nitro-cellulose pitch or bitumen, 
provided the importer declare on the face of the entry that such 
piece goods will be used in electrical apparatus and appliances 


only. (By-law No. 1186 Miscellaneous) 
5 (A) (2) Free 
Note.—For the purposes of this decision the terms “‘ oiled silk ” 
and “oiled artificial silk” are to be regarded as synonymous 


‘ 


with the terms ‘‘ Varnished silk’? and “ Varnished artificial silk ”’ 


respectively. 


RESTRICTIONS ON IMPORTS FROM STERLING AREAS 
The High Commissioner for Australia has received telegraphic 
advice from the Commonwealth Government that the following 
amendments, affecting from. sterling have been 
made to the Customs (Import Licensing) Regulations. The 
amendments operate on and from Ist January 1945. 


goods areas, 


GOODS EXEMPT FROM LICENSING 
Tariff Item 

53 (B). Dates. 

167. Metal parts of reaper threshers, 
strippers and harvesters, n.c.i. 

171 (D). Metal parts, n.e.i., 
(horse) and mowers. 

171 (E). Metal parts of reapers and binders, and mowers, viz. : 
knife sections, and ledger plates. 

ex 176 (IF) (1). Pencil sharpeners. 

ex 178(B) and 178 (C). Piston pins rings and valves for 
stationary and marine engines. 

203 (B). Sprinklers for automatic fire sprinkler systems. 

ex 231(E). Vegetable black. 

238. Roasting dishes, assay furnaces, 
pots, scorifiers and mufftes. 

ex oa (A). Ammonium carbonate. 

ex 281(D). Zine chloride (granulated). 

ex 281 (L). Tannic acid, lead acetate and barium carbonate. 

ex 332 (E) (2). Canvas fire hose. 

ex 362, Replacement parts for military band and orchestral 
musical instruments. 

ex 364. Replacement parts for pipe organs. 

ex 3664. Replacement parts for musical instruments, n.e.i., 
metronomes and the like. 

ex 399. Fire hose. 

ex 415 (A) (2). Boards, insulating, for electrical apparatus and 
appliances. 

ex 434. 

Replacement parts for agricultural machinery and implements 
classified under Tariff Items 160a, 1614, 162, 163A, 164,* 174y, 
176F (1), 182 excluding contact screws for ignition distributors, 
1948, 194c, 2084, 209, 2198, 219c excluding grease guns, 303a, 
359F (1), 374D (3). 

* Except replacement parts for churns, cheese presses, 
enamelled vats or tanks not jacketed and not exceeding 8 feet in 
diameter and 15 feet in length. 


stripper harvesters 


of reapers and binders, hay rakes 


crucibles, n.e.i., skittle 


Fibreboard. 


GOODS ADMISSIBLE UNDER LICENCE ON 200 PER CENT. QUOTA 
119 (B). 

GOODS ADMISSIBLE UNDER LICENCE ON 100 PER CENT. QUOTA 
ex 340 (A) (2). Stationery manufactured, n.e.i. 


(N.B.—Christmas, New Year and other greeting cards and 
post cards, n.e.i., are non-licensable.) 


Mats and matting of coir, including cricket matting. 


GOODS ADMISSIBLE UNDER LICENCE ON 50 PER CENT. QUOTA 
288. Materials used in the manufacture of perfumes, viz. 


fat containing extract of flowers, and essential oils. 
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290 (D). Perfumes, synthetic, other than methy] salicylate, 
in concentrated form, and mixtures in concentrated form of 
synthetic perfumes and natural perfume substances, non- 
spirituous, for manufacturing purposes, as prescribed by depart- 
mental by-laws. 

ex 341. Writing ink and ink powders. 

343. Printing and stencilling inks, n.e.i. 

GOODS ADMISSIBLE UNDER LICENCE ON 25 PER CENT. QUOTA 

270. Fly papers, chemical and sticky. 

The foregoing information having been received by telegram, 
is subject to correction on receipt of the printed text. 


POSTPONEMENT OF DEFERRED DUTIES ON IRON AND 
STEEL PLATES AND SHEETS 


With reference to the notice under the above heading in Board 
of Trade Journal, 27th May 1944 (page 196), and previous notices, 
the “‘Commonwealth Government Gazette” of 7th December 
1944 contains a notification that the operation of the deferred 
duty on Item 147 of the Australian Customs Tariff, ‘‘ Iron and 
steel plates and sheets, plain tinned,’ has been further postponed 
until Ist January 1946. 


Canada 
CUSTOMS RULING 


H.M. Senior Trade Commissioner at Ottawa has forwarded a 
copy of a Memorandum Series D, No. 50, TD. & R. 27, dated 
4th January 1945, issued by the Department of National 
Revenue, which contains the following ruling regarding the 
classification of certain goods under the Canadian Customs 
Tariff :— 

Jugs and mugs of china, porcelain or other earthenware, 
including character and toby jugs, which are used principaliy 
for ornamental or decorative purposes, or as vases, are con- 
sidered not to be entitled to entry under tariff item 287 as table- 
ware (British Preferential Tariff—Free, Intermediate and Genera 
Tariff 35 per cent.), but are classified under tariff item 288 
(Stoneware and Rockingham ware and earthenware n.0o.p.). 
British Preferential Tariff—20 per cent. ad val., Intermediate 
and General Tariff—35 per cent. ad val. (United Kingdom 
goods are subject to a discount of 50 per cent. of the British 
Preferential Tariff under the War Exchange Conservation Act, 
1940.) 


CUSTOMS TARIFF 


With reference to the notice under the above heading in Board 
of Trade Journal of 10th August 1942 (page 381), His Majesty's 
Senior Trade Commissioner at Ottawa has forwarded a copy of a 
Memorandum, Series D, No. 47, T.C. 74, Supplement No. 1, 
which states that by Order in Council P.C. 9541, effective 
Ist January 1945, the exemption from Customs Duty, War 
Exchange Tax and Special Excise Tax on imports of “ zine 
spelter and zinc in blocks, pigs, bars or rods ” is revoked. 


Ceylon 


IMPORT RESTRICTIONS 


The ‘Ceylon Government Gazette” of 24th November 1944 
contains copies of four orders which provide for the following 
amendments to the list of goods the importation of which is 
restricted or prohibited (see Board of Trade Journal, 22nd Novem- 
ber 1941, pages 321-325) and subsequent notices. 


GOODS THE IMPORTATION OF WHICH FROM ALL SOURCES I8 
PROHIBITED. 


The following items are omitted :— 
27D. Iron and steel office equipment. 
31. Carpets and rugs of all descriptions. 


GOODS THE IMPORTATION OF WHICH WHEN GROWN, PRODUCED 
OR MANUFACTURED IN CANADA, NEWFOUNDLAND OR ANY 
TERRITORY OR PLACE NOT FORMING PART OF THE BRITISH 
EMPIRE IS PROHIBITED, AND 

GOODS THE IMPORTATION OF WHICH WHEN GROWN, PRODUCED OR 
MANUFACTURED IN ANY TERRITORY (OTHER THAN CANADA 
AND NEWFOUNDLAND) FORMING PART OF THE BRITISH EMPIRE 
IS PROHIBITED, EXCEPT UNDER LICENCE. 

The following new items are inserted :— 
135. Iron and steel office equipment. 
1644. Carpets and rugs of all descriptions. 


Egypt 
IMPORT RESTRICTIONS 


With reference to previous notices under the above heading in 
Board of Trade Journal, the Egyptian “Journal Officiel” of 


THE BOARD OF TRADE JOURNAL 





10th February 1945 


llth January contains a Proclamation (No. 556), operative as 
from the above date, modifying existing import regulations. 

Under the new Proclamation it is prohibited to import goods 
from abroad without first obtaining an import licence from the 
Ministry of Finance. The following classes of goods are excepted 
from the rule :— 

(a) goods imported by special arrangement on the part of the 
Egyptian Government, e.g. cereals, fertilisers and fuel. 

(6) various kinds of liquid fuel. 

(c) travellers’ luggage and effects. 

(d) commercial samples of no value. 

(e) imports from countries designated by decree of the Ministry 
of Finance. 

All goods imported in contravention of the foregoing will be 
confiscated on arrival. This includes goods shipped before an 
import licence has been obtained from the Ministry of Finance 
as well as quantities shipped in excess of the amount authorised 
by that Ministry. 

In exceptional cases where the Minister of Finance is satisfied 
that goods have been imported in good faith but in contravention 
of the foregoing regulations compensation may be paid. This 
will be at the rate of the selling price or the nett cost price, 
whichever shall be the lower. 


Eire 


IMPORTATION OF CERTAIN SEEDS 

With reference to the notices on the above subject in Board of 
Trade Journal of 28th September 1942, page 441, and 10th July 
1943, page 250, the Senior United Kingdom Trade Commissioner 
at Dublin has reported that the Minister for Agriculture has made 
an Order which amends the Schedule to the Seeds (Regulation 
of Import) Order 1942. ‘The full list of seeds which, as from 
27th January 1945, may be imported only under licence, is as 
follows :— 

Seeds of dwarf French or kidney beans, beet (including garden 
beet and sugar beet), broccoli, cabbage (including savoy cabbage), 
carrot, cauliflower, kale (including borecole, hungry gap kale 
marrow stem kale and thousand-headed kale), leek, lettuce, 
mangel (including sugar mangel), onion, parsnip, rape and turnip 
(including swede turnip). 


New Zealand 
IMPORT LICENSING—NINTH PERIOD 


With reference to the notice under the above heading in Board 
of Trade Journal, 3rd February 1945, page 46, H.M. Senior Trade 
Commissioner at Wellington has reported the following amend- 
ments to the schedule of import restrictions for the Ninth Period, 
which affect imports from the United Kingdom :— 

ex 5 (10) Soya Bean Flour. It has been decided that licences 
may be granted for the importation of soya bean flour from all 
sources to the extent of 100 per cent. of the value of imports of 
such goods from the same source in 1938. 

ex 356 (1) (6). Cutlery [excluding butchers’ and slaughtermen’s 
knives ; hollow-ground razors (other than safety) and safety razor 
blades}. 

The 1945 allocation for imports of cutlery has been increased 
from 50 to 100 per cent. of the amounts of licences granted for 
imports of similar goods from the United Kingdom in 1940. 
Licences granted under the additional allocation are to be 
noted : 

“* Available only for the importation of stainless steel cutlery.” 


Peru 


ADDITIONAL TAXES ON IMPORTS 


Hi M. Ambassador at Lima reports that under Law No. 10090, 
dated 22nd December, provision is made for additional taxes to 
be levied on certain goods imported into Peru. An additional 
tax of 2 per cent. ad valorem is imposed on all imported goods 
except certain foodstuffs and except those goods which enter 
the country free of duty. A tax of 10 centavos is also imposed on 
each imported cigar, packet of cigarettes or 2 oz. of pipe tobacco. 

The additional tax of 2 per cent. ad valorem does not apply to 
articles covered by international treaties. Thus the goods in- 
cluded in the United Kingdom-Peru Trade Agreement of 1936 
are presumably not subject to this additional tax. 


United States of America 


TRADE PRACTICE RULES FOR THE 
HEARING AID INDUSTRY 


The Board of Trade have received a copy of “‘ Trade Practice 
Rules for the Hearing Aid Industry.” 

A copy of thesefrules can be seen by persons interested on 
application to the Department of Overseas Trade, Hawkins 
House, Dolphin Square, London, 8.W.1. 
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